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PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR'S MESSAGE

Dear Bro. Principal, Teachers, Parents, Well-wishers and Students.

| am happy to share a few words for the School Magazine of
Montfort School, Anakkara.

My warm greetings to the Management, Staff, Students, and
Parents. The theme chosen for this year, “Ad Altiora — Strive for Higher Standards,” is both
inspiring and meaningful.

These words invite each one of us to aim higher in life. They remind us that education is
a journey of constant growth and improvement. True learning helps us discover our talents and
use them for the good of others. For students, striving for higher standards means giving your
bestin everything you do. It means being disciplined in your studies and sincere in your efforts.
Excellence is not achieved in a day; it grows through dedication and perseverance.

At the same time, higher standards are not limited to academic success. They also
involve building strong values and noble character. Honesty, respect, compassion, and
responsibility must guide our daily actions. Our united efforts will help our students strive for
higher standards in life. May our collaboration create an environment of learning, discipline,
and inspiration.

Teachers play a vital role in shaping the minds and hearts of the young. Their guidance,
patience, and commitment inspire students to reach greater heights. Parents too share this
noble responsibility by supporting and encouraging their children. A school becomes a place
of excellence when all work together with a common vision. Well-wishers and friends of the
institution, your goodwill and support inspire us to move forward. Together, let us work hand in
hand for the holistic development of our children.

Montfort institutions have always stood for the holistic formation of the person.
We seek to educate not only the mind but also the heart and spirit. In today's rapidly changing
world, young people must learn to face challenges with courage. They must develop
confidence, creativity, and a spirit of service. Striving for higher standards also means using
our gifts to help those in need. Let us therefore encourage our students to dream big and work
hard. Let them grow into responsible citizens and compassionate leaders. May they always
seek truth, justice, and peace in their lives.

| congratulate Bro. Ignatius Dass, L, the principal, and the editorial team for bringing out
this magazine. May it reflect the students' talents, creativity, and aspirations. | wish Montfort
School, Anakkara, continued success in its mission of education. May this theme inspire
everyone to keep moving Ad Altiora—towards greater heights.

God bless you all.
Bro. John Britto Sg.

Provincial Superior.
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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE\
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Ad Altiora — Towards Higher Things

Dear Readers,

Every dawn brings with it new horizons, fresh challenges, and unseen opportunities. The motto Ad
Altiora calls us to lift our gaze beyond the ordinary, to embrace the higher ideals of courage, perseverance,
and excellence.

Challenges are not stumbling blocks but stepping stones. They test our strength, sharpen our
resolve, and prepare us for the greater victories that lie ahead. Opportunities, on the other hand, are gifts
waiting to be unwrapped —each one a chanceto learn, to grow, and to shine.

As you journey through this academic year, | invite you to welcome both challenges and
opportunities with open hearts. Face them not with fear, but with courage. Let your spirit be resilient, your
mind be curious, and your heart be generous. Remember, true greatness is not measured by ease, but by
the courage with which we rise to meet the difficult.

Together, let us walk the path of Ad Altiora, striving always for the higher, the nobler, and the better.
May your efforts be blessed with success, and may your courage inspire others to lift their gaze towards
greater heights.

As we present this edition of our school magazine, | pause to remember with deep respect and
gratitude the former Principals of Montfort School. Their vision, dedication, and steadfast leadership laid
the foundation upon which we continue to build. Each page of this magazine carries the imprint of their
legacy, reminding us that we stand tall today because of the seeds they once sowed.

| also extend my heartfelt thanks to our teachers who have worked with devotion and creativity to
bring this magazine to life. Behind every article, poem, and story lies their patient guidance and
encouragement. Their commitment has ensured that the magazine is not just a record of activities, but a
celebration of the spirit of our school.

May this collective effort inspire our students to dream higher, work harder, and shine brighter.
Together, let us continue to honour the past, celebrate the present, and build a future worthy of Montfort's

name. . : .
With gratitude and blessings,

Rev. Bro. Ignatius Dass L.
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THE PROMISE WITHIN
The universe comes down
Intoatiny seed-

Insignificant, yet infinite within.

The divinity of creation
Prepares a nurturing atmosphere,

Aspace where becoming can begin.

The roots emerge first,
Quietly determined

Tofind their ground.

Never hesitating,
The unseen forces of care and guidance

Nourish the seed with vitality.

Slowly, it spreads its wings,
Soaring toward its own eternity.
[tblooms —

Spreading fragrance everywhere,
Inviting butterflies and bees

To gather atits nectar.

And finally,
It stands full of fruit.
Its mission fulfilled,

Its purpose lived.

A seed does not announce its promise — it simply grows. In the same quiet way, potential unfolds
within these walls, shaped by guidance, strengthened by values, and illuminated by learning. This
school is the unseen soil that sustains such becoming, and this magazine is its silent bloom — a
reflection of growth made visible.

The Editorial Board, Ad Altiora
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INNOVATION IN AGTION
SCIENTIA NOVA 2025 - ANNUAL SCIENCE EXHIBITION

Scientia Nova 2025, the Annual Science Exhibition
organized by the Science Department of Montfort School,
Anakkara, was successfully conducted with great enthusiasm.
The exhibition became a wonderful celebration of creativity,
scientific thinking, and innovation, providing an excellent platform
for students to showcase their talents through working models,
displays, and live demonstrations.

The exhibition featured a wide range of sections such as
the Science Tunnel, Nature Walk, Solar System Exploration, and a
mini Planetarium. The Space Zone attracted many visitors with
displays of the Moon Surface, Satellites and Celestial Bodies, the
International Space Station, and imaginative concepts like UFOs
and Aliens. The Volcano Model was another major highlight,
demonstrating natural phenomena in an engaging way.

The Technology and Innovation Corner included
impressive models of Robots and the Little Boy Model. The Energy
Section displayed working models of a Hydroelectric Power
Station, Wind Mill, Solar Panel, and Thermal Power Station, along
with innovative projects such as the Cycle Generator, Waste
Segregator, and Electrical Dryer, promoting sustainable
solutions.

Models of modern transport and development such as
Automobile Parts, Airport, Seaport, Metro City, and Modern Roads
were also showcased. The Village Life Model, Bio Museum, and
Wonders of the World displays added educational value and
interest for visitors. Special events like Everyday Physics and the
Indian Space Mission Poster Presentation by Pavanatma College
students, headed by Dr. Kiran, further enriched the learning
experience.

The exhibition was inaugurated by Dr. Rajeev T.
Ulahannan, Professor, Pavanatma College,
Murikkassery. Principal Bro. Ignatius Dass
appreciated the students for their hard work,
dedication, and creativity. Overall, Scientia Nova
2025 was a grand success, inspiring students ‘
and leaving a lasting impression on all who
visited.

b
BINU K VARGHESE

(Co-ordinator , Scientia Nova)
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Behind the Scenes: A School Exhibition (Science Nova 2K25)

Before the exhibition doors opened, the hall was already alive with whispered

explanations and hurried adjustments. To anyone entering, it seemed as though everything
had fallen perfectly into place. Yet behind the scenes, the calm display hid weeks of planning,
revisions, and persistence.

For nearly a month, the exhibition existed only in charts, discussions, and rough ideas.
Slowly, those ideas began to take shape. Models were tested, rebuilt, and refined. Initially, our
progress felt slow, and the staff expressed concern over the pace of our work. However, that
pressure pushed us to do better. We began staying back after school, working until dusk, and
giving careful attention to every detail of the exhibits.

As the date approached, preparations intensified. Lunch breaks disappeared, and
dedication replaced hesitation. The hall became a scene of controlled chaos—scrapped
charts, glue sticks scattered around, splashes of paint on the floor, half-finished models, and
students rushing from one task to another. A few days before the exhibition, we cleared away
piles of waste, making final adjustments and last-minute corrections.

Finally, the awaited day arrived. By the time visitors and judges entered the hall, a
month of effort stood quietly on the tables, speaking through models and charts. Students and
teachers from different classes stopped, observed, and appreciated the displays, unaware of
the efforts behind them.

When the last visitor left, the hall returned to silence, carrying the echoes of ideas
shared. The exhibition may have lasted only a day, but it was shaped by a month of
perseverance, learning, and teamwork. What appeared as a final display was, in reality, the

result of consistent effort and collective resilience.

J. Nesan Raj
XIA
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MONT TRIVIA: WHERE CURIOSITY MEETS COURAGE

Curiosity is the spark that ignites discovery, and courage is the strength that turns
knowledge into achievement. Celebrating these virtues, our school organized ‘Mont Trivia -
Curiosity Meets Courage’ on 31st January 2026 to commemorate the 353rd birth anniversary of
St. Louis de Montfort.

The national-level quiz brought together 28 schools from across the country, creating a
vibrant platform for young minds to display their awareness, teamwork, and presence of mind. The
event was graced by Provincial Counsellor Bro. David S., and the intellectually
stimulating finals were hosted by renowned quizmaster Mr. Jijo James.

St. Antony’s Public School, Anakkal emerged as winners, followed by MAIHS
Vishwanathapuram and Vishwadeepthi Public School, Adimali.

Mont Trivia truly lived up to its theme, inspiring students to nurture curiosity
and embrace courage in their pursuit of knowledge.

ABINITHA V
XIA
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WHAT LEARNING MEANS TO ME

If you caught me during finals week, you'd have probably found me surrounded by enough crumpled
sticky notes to start a small campfire. At such times, “learning” feels more like a race between me trying
to cram facts into my brain and my brain slowly leaking them out, usually just before an exam's start. We
spend years attempting to master the “what” of education—the formulas, dates, and grammar rules
that make up the “Achievement” side of our report card. However, my report card only tells half the
story.

It doesn't mention the day | had a reality check in the chemistry Lab. In a rush to be the first to finish, |
forgot the basics and didn't clean my vessel, thus ending with no results and a lot of wasted time. | took
an hour to boil 100 ml of water. It reminded me of the words of Oromis. “Your training is notto teach you
knowledge, but rather to teach you how to apply that knowledge. More importantly, why?”

That “why” is the true purpose of an education. It is not just about getting information; it is the training
to ensure we use it for the right things. Knowledge tells me that a tomato is a fruit; my values (like
common sense) tell me not to put it in a fruit salad. One gives me the tools to build a career, the other
ensures that the career serves others—moulding character, values, and ethics alike. A school is the
training ground for both. In the classroom, we learn how to calculate a profit, butin our daily life here, we
develop an honesty to ensure the profit doesn't come at someone else's expense. We are here to form
the principles that shape us, keeping in mind that “The only thing more dangerous than an ignorant

manis a misguided one.”

What learning means to me then is that it is not the filling of an empty jar or the creation of a human

Wikipedia but rather the moulding of a human being. As my parents tell me, ” No matter how rich or
intelligent you are, how much you learnt or what your job is, the most important thing is to be, before
everything else, a good human being.”

simultaneously shaping the values that define who we are. And here, they do exactly

that. JOEL JOSE THOMAS

The perfect environment for education must nurture academic knowledge while @
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THE DEPTH THAT SUSTAINS
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A WORD TO CARRY FORWARD

Education, in its truest sense, extends far beyond the boundaries of textbooks and
examinations. While academic excellence is important, the ultimate purpose of education is
the formation of character and the awakening of goodness within each child. A school is not
merely a place where lessons are taught; it is a sacred space where young minds discover not
only knowledge, but also their own inner light.

As the great scientist Albert Einstein wisely said, “Try not to become a person of
success, but rather try to become a person of value.” These words remind us that education is
not only about what we achieve, but about who we become.

A student who learns to uphold truth and fairness develops the moral courage to stand
firm even when the path is difficult. Closely associated with integrity is discipline, the ability to
regulate one's actions, respect rules, and remain steadfast in responsibility. Discipline
transforms dreams into achievements and effort into excellence. In a world that often
celebrates competition, our schools must also nurture empathy and compassion. True
greatness lies not in surpassing others, but in uplifting them. When students learn to
collaborate, to listen, and to care, they build communities rooted in trust and kindness.

Yet beyond these values lies something even deeper: the discovery of one's own
goodness. Each student carries within a unique spark, a talent, a kindness, a strength waiting
to be realized. Education is the journey of recognizing that spark and allowing it to shine.
During these formative years, students must learn to believe that they are capable of being a
positive force in the world.

Challenges and setbacks are inevitable in life. However, perseverance, resilience, and
humility empower us to face adversity with grace. True achievement is not measured solely by
marks or medals, but by the strength of character shown in moments of difficulty and every
obstacle is an opportunity to grow wiser, kinder, and stronger.

Spiritual values also hold a central place in holistic education. Spirituality nurtures
gratitude, self-reflection, and a sense of higher purpose. It teaches students to pause, to
reflect, and to act with conscience. When grounded in spiritual awareness, a student develops
clarity of thought, emotional balance, and deep respect for the dignity of every human being.
Such individuals become guiding lights in times of uncertainty.

In today's global context, environmental responsibility is an indispensable value.
Through conscious habits, conserving water and energy, reducing waste, protecting
biodiversity, and maintaining cleanliness, students express their commitment to a sustainable
future. Caring for the planetis an extension of caring for humanity itself.

The world is indeed a stage, as William Shakespeare beautifully wrote in his play 'As
You LikeIt":

®
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morality within. The world awaits not just your success — but your

“‘Allthe world's a stage,
And all the men and women merely players.”
As students, you are not mere spectators in this grand performance of life. You are
active participants, authors of your own roles, capable of shaping the script with courage and
goodness. Your education is your rehearsal for a life of purpose, service, and leadership.As
educators, our mission is to ensure that knowledge is complemented by wisdom, talent by
humility, and success by service. When education is rooted in strong values, it produces
individuals who are intellectually competent, morally upright, spiritually aware, and socially
responsible.
Dear students, may you strive not only to excel, butto inspire.
May you discover the goodness within you and allow it to illuminate the world around
you. Let your thoughts be noble, your actions compassionate, and your

ambitions guided by integrity. Let us reaffirm our commitment to an
education that enlightens the intellect, strengthens the character,
enriches the spirit, safeguards our environment, and awakens the
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sﬂent, patient,

waiting for the exact moment

you forget yourself.

It does not shout.

It waits while you make choices
that aren't yours.

It smiles when you trade your fire
f(‘)r( a life,someone else designed!



ECHOES OF OUR GOLDEN DAYS

Now that life moves faster,

| am an adult now,

With loads of work, stress, jobs,

And responsibilities to look after.

Despite all these obstacles,

Somewhere in my heart lie those golden days—
The golden age that still lingers,

Where memories echo softly within.

The classroom, once chaotic and loud,
Enough to make teachers lose their calm,
Filled with laughter, sorrow, and drama—
A film of twists,

Yet nostalgic enough to make one cry.
The last benches held our secrets:

Tiny giggles, inside jokes, genuine smiles,
Hands over mouths to hide laughter,
Whispers in class,

Snacks shared under desks,

Like a secret mission not to get caught.
We ran through corridors like free birds,

Hearts lighter than snow,

As if time itself could wait.

Lunches shared, food stolen,

Until nothing was left in the boxes—
Only smiles and memories.

Teachers scolded, but they guided us.
They understood us without a word.
And the friends we made unknowingly
Became our second family.

Now the classroom feels quieter.

The bell rang one final time—

No roll call, no attendance,

No more farewells.

It feels like a chapter

Meant to be closed forever,

Yet a part of us still stays behind.
Though we moved on, our memories never did.

GENELIAALDRIN
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LIFE OVER LONELINESS

Clouds enshrouded her windowpanes.
Up she is, somewhere

High above in the sky,

Living in a lonesome tower.

Like Rapunzel, she seemed forlorn.
She is all heart to listen to anyone,
But far more than that,

It is she who has been too bare—
Her heart, soul, and mind

Into a sea of countless words,

The very thoughts buried within.
She is locked behind

The brittle bars of misery and angst.
Though she feels the sand

At the foot of her tower—
Impossibly tall.

She is bound by reminiscence,

Yet an inkling whispers

Of casting it aside.

Through it all, she wept.

Then, she heard a voice aver:

“Life is for all—

Not bound by the past.

Each day is new,

Meant for a pristine start.”

And so, she learns to let go.

To look beyond the tower.

ABRAHAM To choose life over loneliness.
m[A And so, she learns to savour each day.
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FOUR WALLS,
%~ THE FOUR WALLS OF FOREVER ORIES.
A rectangular world of wood and stone, s -
.~ The loudest place I've ever known, " NERVOUS.

Where dusty chalk and pencils fly, yetic DEViCES ! TESTS
And Monday mornings slowly crawl by. ~ ' BlG

: ra e :
7 R pR——— Yl DREAMS £
. Rows of desks like a wooden fleet, Life Lessons |
With scribbled writings and names on every seat. . — : wé

The rhythmic hum of the wind through the opened wmdows

Cooling a daydream as best as it can. -
- W/
The teacher stands at the giant board,
. Wielding a pen like a scholar's sword,
Explaining poetic devices and grammar, 121 ‘3
Whlle we wait for the bell with all our mlght g " THE BEL

= - S il -l :, BUT MEM(

e In the back, a whisper, a hidden snack, _ l
E"“ A muffled laugh in the row at the back. - e
! -

our

|| Teachers

.I.-' oy !
'l.n'h-*

The frantic scratch of a pen on a page,
‘.f As we try to finish before the bell rings.

FE—
But these four walls hold more than teachings and lessons.
- They hold our secrets, memories, and teenage questions.
From nervous oral tests or written tests eachers,

Yoz To lunch break funs, SRS RS
‘y/,‘?‘"“- R g
¢ The bonds we build with each other are second to none.

artd care

_.& The bell will ring and the years will pass, JGP ws.

-

ﬁ < We will walk out one day from this class.
2

But we will carry all the echoes and Iaughter v
We shared. 1’? 4

—-—-—,-==-—‘ |y S\
And the teachers who scolded hed “““‘-H L\
~ And the teachers who scolded us, punished us, MRIDULA TR ‘ ‘gx
«  Taughtus, IX{B

=S And truly cared for us.

WE LEAVE AS STUDENTG k
WE REMAIN AS FAMILY. ¥ g



'A SONG OF BRANCHES

This is my song. H
=&

| may be big, | may be small. S
| may be strong, or | may be weak. 1
ABRAHAM JOSE

Monkeys and birds live on me. w-o
So please don't cut me ?

| And destroy their homes.
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Teenage Dreams and Future Goals

Teenage years are a beautiful stage of life filled with dreams and
hopes. It is a time when young minds imagine a bright future and set goals
for themselves. Every teenager dreams of becoming successful, helping

others, and making their family proud.

Dreams give meaning to life, and goals give direction. When
teenagers set clear goals, they learn the value of hard work, determination,
and patience. Even though challenges may come, strong dreams motivate

them to move forward with confidence.

Teenage dreams are powerful because they are full of passion and
courage. When young people believe in themselves and work sincerely,
their dreams can become reality. Thus, teenage dreams and future goals

play animportantrole in shapinga better and brighter future.

IELPING

" Dream Big Gy
Work Hard s
,  Stay Kind

L% Make a Difference



LOOK UP

If you walk through the winding roads of Idukki as the sun dips behind the hills, you will see a
strange, quiet blue light flickering from the windows of school buses and tea shops. It is the glow of a
thousand phone screens. We are constantly holding them, and we never seem to let go. On paper, we
are the most connected generation to ever live in these mountains. We know exactly what our friends
are doing, what they are eating, and what music they are playing, all in real-time.
But if you look closer, something is wrong. Even though our pockets are buzzing with
notifications, the room is usually silent. Many of us will go to bed tonight feeling invisible, as if no one
truly heard us at all today.
It is a strange paradox. Our grandparents tell stories of an Idukki that was much tougher,
where friendship took real work. To see a cousin or a friend, they had to trek for miles through thick
forest paths, dodging leeches and the heavy mountain rain. They would arrive at the doorstep
exhausted and soaking wet—but they were happy. Those rare, difficult meetings were the absolute
highlights of their lives. They had to fight for connection, and that effort is exactly what made it
valuable.
Today, that journey is gone. We talk to each other every hour, yet we are tired in a way our
grandparents never were. We carry a thousand "friends" in our pockets, but when the night gets quiet
in Anakkara or Kattappana, itfeels like there is nobody actually in the room with us.
Staring at our screens all day is like looking at a picture of a hot, delicious Sadhya when you
are starving. The colors are bright, the food looks perfect, and it makes your mouth water—but it
doesn't actually fill your stomach. We are scrolling through a world of images that look like
connections, but we leave the screen feeling just as hungry for company as when we started.
 Our grandparents had the "main course"—the difficult, beautiful, real connection. We just
have a flickering screen. e L ey
Coag - Thefixisn'tto throw our phones into the Periyar river or to go hide on the peaks of Anamudi. It
E is about small, quiet acts of rebellion. It is about leaving the phone in your bag during lunch so you
can actually look at the person sitting across from you. It is about the courage to call a friend just to
hear the vibration of their voice, or better yet, S|mply gomg to meet them face to face instead of
<= sendinga photo. M 2%
'='='- = The best thing we can do in 2026 is simply look up. We should be honest enough to admit
.f(’ 1 when the screen isn't enough. We should grab a friend and Just walk—leave the GPS

g/ '

behind, keep the cameras in our pockets and letthe’ coId ‘mountain alrflll the space
~ while we actually talk to one another. Lonelmess |sn't a ) mistake; it is a signal from
our hearts telling us it is time for something real. In a world that wants us to keep
staring at the glass, the most beautiful thing you can do is look at the person |
standing right in front of you That is how we finally banlsh Ionellness and flnd our
way back to each other. - ! “" ?JU’ —— s e :

. E ‘ J oy The.f.ne.na’;fion s
bg "’ ‘ % I ' ¥ ) .I|_, :ea_.
| You are
! \ Ix ; ;T"-‘.' !

not alone = %
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Contemporary India: Is Secular India at Risk?

India is a progressing country and an important global power in the 21st century. Itis one of
the world's largest democracies and a nation with diverse cultures, different religions, and
numerous languages. India is also gaining global recognition due to its international relations and
political significance. The Constitution of India defines equal rights for all citizens, leaving no room
for discrimination on the basis of caste, religion, or sex, thus makingthe country a secularone.

Secularism means that all religions are treated equally and that no single religion is given
special importance by the state. However, when speaking about present-day India, “secular” might
not be the best word to describe it, given the various conflicts and attacks happening nowadays. It
goes without saying that such conflicts and political issues are leading to the gradual weakening of
constitutional values.

Terrifying crimes and incidents are often reported in this Hindu-dominated country, usually
against minority religions, mainly Muslims and Christians. The epitome of such conflicts is the
Godhra incident, which took place in Gujarat on 27 February 2002. It was a violent communal riot
in which many people were killed. Another example is the demolition of the Babri Masjid and the
communal riots that followed. The demolition of this mosque is still debated and discussed across
the country and remains politically and socially sensitive.

If we take the current situation of India into account, it is not surprising that such conflicts
are still active. The arrest of two Catholic nuns from Kerala in Chhattisgarh, instances of Christmas-
related violence in North India, and vigilante attacks against Muslims are a few illustrations of
religious tensions in present-day India. These conflicts show how fragile our social harmony is, and
we can assume that many more incidents may take place, some of which might even go
unreported.

At the end of the day, there is one state in India that reports comparatively fewer religious
conflicts — “God's Own Country,” Kerala. There is little doubt that we are living in one of the safer
states of India, a state known for harmony and peaceful coexistence. Here, religion is not given
undue importance, and everyone is treated equally. Unlike the divisive politics sometimes
witnessed in other parts of the country, Kerala stands as an epitome of progress and true “Unity in
Diversity.”

To sum up, it is high time we realize the importance of religious harmony in Indian society
and work towards strengthening secular values. Only then can we hope for a truly secular nation —
_ ) one that reflects the
A w 55 . = spirit of unity and peace
g " ! CONTEMPORARY INDIA: like our own God's Own
IS SECULAR INDIAY pSTity
AT RISK?
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The Final Hour

Hello, ladies and gentlemen. | am
the author of this article (obviously), and
the guy who pops up every now and then in
brackets is my inner editorial voice (Hiya
there, y'alll). Please excuse him for his
occasionally atrocious grammar.

First of all, let me begin with
warnings. This is neither a traditional essay
nor a story. Those of you expecting an
essay, please look away. Don't say | didn't
warn you. Next, a statutory warning (to
please the guys on the editorial board): the
following work may contain certain
instances of humour and sarcasm. Those
of you averse to humour, please look away.

This isn't a traditional essay— (You
said thatonce, man.)

Bro, please, not now. I'm trying to do
something here.

(No, I'mjustreminding you.)

Sorry, guys, just ignore him. So, as |
said, thisisn'tatraditional essay—

(Third time, old man!)

Oh, just shut up! Let me finish. Well,
thisisn't... never mind.

This is an attempt at depicting what
a last period looks like in our class. So, let's
begin. Oh, | nearly forgot.

DISCLAIMER

The events in this article are entirely
fictitious but based on a few truthful events.
This story is based on real characters, and
every possible measure has been taken to
keep their depictions as true as possible
(well, mostly—you should never let truth get

in the way of a good story), with names
strictly changed to generic ones (you know,
user confidentiality), and sometimes
genders switched to maintain privacy
(obviously, dear readers, we are well aware
of the legal consequences of revealing
certain behaviours of people; therefore,
considering the necessity to enforce the
right to privacy, we have undertaken the
above-mentioned exercise).

Not to distract you, but if you are
wondering about the punctuation—or the
total lack of it—the writer has just survived
an entire academic session with the said
group and, naturally, the effects have not
yet worn off. In absolute
contradiction—jokes aside—this is a group
that will be greatly missed once they pass
out (thatis, if they ever will. | doubt it).

So, let's begin (by the way, the above
disclaimer was, is, and will be dedicated to
the people on the editorial board).

Bro, | will do the storytelling, please.

(Oh, the great infallible narrator, it seems.
As you wish.)

Not to disillusion you, but this is reality.

Last period. The bell rings. The
teacher proceeds to class on hearing the
long wail, only to find that her period has
mysteriously been reduced to 35 minutes.
On askingthe coordinator, he replies,

“Miss, what can | do? You saw how
the ABC programme went on longer than
expected. Anyway, it's the last period, right?
Please adjust.”

“Whatever. Something is better than




nothing,” she sighs.

She enters the class and, surprisingly, finds
itempty.

(Oh, horrors! Where have the students
gone?)

2:45—30 minutes leftin the period

She is still waiting. Poof. Suddenly, two
students materialise out of thin air at the
door.

“Miss, may we come in?”
She waves them in and asks, “Arya, Mary,

where are the others? Where have you
been?”

Arya responds, “Computer lab, ma'am.”
Mary nods.

The teacher looks at Mary. “Mary, aren't you
Bio? Why were you inthe computer lab?”
She flusters. “Ma‘'am, most of us had gone
for L.A.B...ourL.A.B.”

The teacher assumes Biology Lab and asks
themtosit.

(For the unversed, L.A.B. stands for Last
Available Bunking.)

The teacher could scour all the labs and still
not find the students—and the bell would
ring anyway. She peacefully retreats into the
class to wait, practising her mantra: All is
well. Relax. All is...

2:48 — 27 minutes until dispersal

Susan and Sara materialise at the door.
“Where have you been? The L.A.B.?”

“No, ma'am. The PQR quiz is coming up, so
we wenttothe library for practice.”

(How do you practise for quizzes, by the way?
Do you write and study?)

The teacher is surprised at the number of

quizzes that actually exist. They, too, quietly
goandsitdown.

2:50 —25 minutes until the final whistle

The boys now appear at the door, asking
permission very politely. Such amiable,
perfect, gentle boys. Charmed.

“Where have you all been?”
“Science exhibition, ma'am.”
“Isn'titover?”

“No, miss. It's next week.”

“How many weeks have you all been telling
me this?”

“Onlythe lasttwo weeks, ma'am.”
Finally, with 24 minutes in hand:

“Class, your texts, please. Flamingo, 'The
LastLesson'.”

Utter chaos. Everyone scrambles for books
and pens. Nelson, ever ready, helpfully
reminds us that we were completing the
character sketch of M. Hamel. The teacher
begins.

2:55—20 minutes leftin the final stand

“So, as we were saying yesterday, Hamel
teaches French—CHRISTO, sit down and get
your book out!”

“Ma'am, | don't have a book.”
“Fine. Share with Robert.”

Lots of furniture is moved to accommodate
this arrangement. Albert and several girls
appearatthe door.

“Where have you been?”
The girls say, “Debate practice.”

Albert says, “Group dance for the XYZ
programme.”

“Fine. Atleastyouturned up. Gosit.”

3:00— 15 minutestill parole




Backtothelesson.
“CHRISTO, stop irritating Robert!”
“Idon't have a pencil, ma'am.”

“Here, bro, take it, yah! You can't even
remember to bring that?” says half the class.

“Quiet, everyone! So, now we focus on the
main character—ALAN, what do you want?”

“William is not sharing his book, ma‘am.”
“William, please share your book.”

“It's not his book, ma'am! He borrowed it from
Thomas! He lost his and never brings one!”
says everyone, mostly the boys.

Meanwhile, the girls begin to mutter among
themselves like monks in a monastery.

“QUIET, EVERYONE! THIS IS THE LIMIT! MY THROAT
IS BAD AND I CANNOT EVEN SHOUT! HOW CAN YOU
COME TO SCHOOL WITHOUT PROPER BOOKS OR
STATIONERY? ABSOLUTE SILENCE NOW AND
FOLLOWTHELESSON. GOTTHAT?”

Silence. A communal, subdued, “Yes,
ma'am.”

(This isn't a rant. It's exhaustion finding a
voice.)

3:05 — 10 minutes till the curtains come
down

“Joseph, it's not Last Lesson. It's 'The Last
Lesson,' which also happens to be the first
chapter in the book. Where have you been all
thistime? How long has it been since you last
entered the class?”

“A month, ma'am. The quiz, Sahodaya Arts
and Sports, along with the Science
Exhibition, made things tight. No time,” says
Joseph.

“Oh, the omnipresent. Fine. Read the story
and catchup.”

Kevin appears atthe door.

(These appearances are getting a tad too
frequent, boy. Use a thesaurus, please.)

“Ma'am, could you please send Susan and
Sara?”

“Why?”

“To meet Brother and ask blessings for
tomorrow's PQR quiz.”

“Fine.Go.”

All three exittogether.

“So, Sam, please tell us why M. Hamel's
behaviour is of special interest in this story.
Keep quiet, Sherin, or you're next. Sam,
please.”

“Yes, certainly, ma'am. M. Hamel is
important because—"

“ALBERT, WHATDO YOU THINKYOU AREDOING?”

Albert has meanwhile been silently
practising his moves, seated on his bench,
moving his head and mentally vibing.

(The teacher silently contemplates whether
he should be awarded for enthusiasm.)

3:10—5 minutes leftin the final lap
Antony to Madanlal in the first row:

“Do you know what has five toes but isn't your
foot?”

Madanlal shakes his head.
“My foot.”

Robert hears this, laughs, and converts it
into a hasty cough.

“QUIE"”
Sebastian stands up.

“Ma'am, can | go for prayer? The Vice
Principal will scold me if I'm late.”

“Oh, just go. Fine.”

The students see only a few minutes left on
the clock and begin packing.




“Hey, give my book back!”

“Where is my bag?”

“Gimme my practical book!”

“Has anyone seen my record?”
“No, ldon'thaveit.”

“That's mine.”

“Thisis my pen.”

“You go, stupid—that's yours.”
“Hahaha!”

“Fine, bring my bag when you come, eh?”
“Canyou get my textfrom the lab?”
“It's nextto the system.”

“Yeah, I'll get it after prayer.”
“Okay, yah.”

“Ha, gono.”

“What, man, staring?”

“Seeya, guys.”

“Seeya, bro.”

The teacher who teaches English (or anything
in the last period, for that matter) can only be

DL e cmnioresent

a helpless onlooker.
3:15—Time over.
The bell rings.

“Students, please stand up and get ready for
the Prayer.”

“Prayer...”

“Teachers, please send the boys first.”

“Boys, please move faster.”

“Teachers, please send the girls.”

End of School.

Now tell me, patient reader: does not corporal
punishment appear more and more
appealing?

(If you're still reading after all that last-
period chaos, you genuinely deserve an
award. Unfortunately, the
editorial board cancelled @
it—they were too busy filing a | g: 4
complaint against the narrator -
for severe emotional damage.) :
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CHAPTER - IV

~he

Learning is not still; it grows as we step forward. Through leadership, service,
competition, and collaboration, knowledge becomes experience. Here, education
transforms into action —and action into growth.

o~

68

g






RECORD HOLOER
VISHNU R

s o
1 e o B — v o
e
s st 41
15 s s e e )




AMAKKARA . GBS 512

Qb
-
o
. =
(3]
[
B
- 4
=
'Y
=
=
=
E—

‘—.I=-.¢.|

3 \ s\ .'.'
T >
 — e —r D =

S



SUPER SENIOR GIRLS
BASKETBALL RUNNER UP
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My career goal is not just to earn a living, but to create a life filled with
purpose and passion. | aspire to build a future where my skills can make a
positive impact on others and inspire meaningful change in society.

- NOAH MATHAI XII A

)
¢¢

| aspire to pursue a career in medicine to save lives and dedicate
myself to easing people's pain, bringing hope to those who need it the most.

- LINICE ELZ SINO XI A

29
(44

| aspire to become the best version of myself. With passion as my

fuel and discipline as my strength, | strive to become a leader whose
presence creates hope, courage, and belief.

- NIKHIL P S XIT' A

9
(44

Life aspirations are not just dreams we casually imagine; they are
the standards we set for the life we refuse to settle below. To aspire is to
believe that our starting point does not define our destination. Aspirations

remind us that we are capable of more — and that “more” is something we
can consciously strive to create.

- ELAINE ELEZABETH SUNNY XII' A

)
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Education should focus more on practical skills and real-life learning.
Students learn better when lessons are meaningful and connected to the
future. Personalized learning, updated curricula, and effective use of
technology can make education more engaging and relevant. With these
changes, students will grow not just academically, but as confident
individuals ready for life.

- MEERA RAJU XI B

)9
¢¢

| wish to help create a safe and peaceful world for all living beings —
free from war, injustice, and cruelty. A world where love, unity, and
understanding overcome hatred and exploitation.

- JESWIN MARIA JOSEPH XI A

29

¢¢

Science suits students who enjoy logical thinking and problem-
solving, while keeping many career paths open. Commerce is ideal for those
interested in numbers, analysis, and business, leading to management and
leadership roles. Humanities encourages deep thinking and social
understanding, and is a strong foundation for civil services and impact-
driven careers. Choosing the right stream is not about following the crowd,
but understanding your interests, strengths, and aspirations. A well-thought-
out stream selection lays the foundation for growth and a fulfilling career.

- ALONA JOHN XII C

= 99
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OUR CONTINUING ASCENT

VISION MOTTO

We dream higher.

We act bolder.

We innovate with courage.

We inspire with heart.

And we impact with purpose.

Together, we rise Ad Altiora —

towards excellence, towards transformation, towards light.

School Vision 2026

Innovate to Inspire, Inspire to Impact

As we step into a new academic year, Montfort School embraces the theme Innovate to Inspire,
Inspire to Impact. This vision is not merely a slogan, but a call to action —a reminder that educationis
aliving force, constantly evolving to meet the needs of our times.

Innovation is the spark that ignites creativity. It challenges us to think differently, explore new paths,
and transform obstacles into opportunities. When we innovate, we inspire — awakening curiosity,
courage, and confidence in our students. Inspiration, in turn, must lead to impact: the positive
change we bringto our classrooms, our community, and the wider world.

Our vision for the year is to nurture students who are not only learners but leaders — young minds
who embrace technology with wisdom, tradition with respect, and challenges with resilience. We
seek to create an environment where every idea is valued, every effort is celebrated, and every
success becomes a stepping stone to greater achievement.

Together, let us innovate with purpose, inspire with passion, and impact with integrity. May this year
be a journey of growth, courage, and transformation as we strive for excellence in all that we do.

Visionin Action 2026-2027
As Montfort School looks towards new horizons, we commit ourselves to meaningful steps that
strengthen learning and prepare students fora changing world.
o Strengthening Foundations
A structured Phonics Programme (K.G.-Ill) will build strong literacy skills, while the
introduction of German (Classes IV-VIII) will broaden global exposure and intercultural

understanding.

®



* Encouraging Innovation
The launch of Robotics and Artificial Intelligence modules will nurture creativity, critical
thinking, and technological confidence, equipping learners for the digital future.

» Striving for Academic Excellence
Greater focus will be placed on conceptual clarity, analytical thinking, and disciplined
preparation for board examinations.

* Ensuring Holistic Growth
Equal importance will be given to arts, sports, leadership opportunities, and cultural
enrichment to support well-rounded development.

e Living Our Values
Students will be guided to connect knowledge with responsibility, courage with
compassion, and achievement with humility.

The journey now ascends Ad Altiora — towards hrighter horizons ahead.

CLOSING EDITORIAL NOTE |

This chapter closes,

Yet growth continues beyond these pages.

What was once a seed is now a quiet strength within us.
May we rise from here —

Not only with achievement,

But with awareness.

For the journey is always upward,

Always onward —

Towards higher things.

®



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	Page 69
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73
	Page 74
	Page 75
	Page 76
	Page 77
	Page 78
	Page 79
	Page 80
	Page 81
	Page 82
	Page 83
	Page 84

